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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 
Regulations governing the transportation of corpses in Texas. 

Laredo, Tex., March 24, 1902. 

Sie : I have the honor to inclose you the recent regulations of the 
Texas State health officer regarding the transportation of corpses. 
The regulations are very explicit. 

Eespectfully, H. J. Hamilton, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

[Inclosures.] 
Transportation of corpses. 

Austin, Tex., March 22, 1902. 

The rules of the quarantine department of Texas for the transportation of the dead, 
applying equally to all common carriers and having full force of the Jaw, just issued, 
are as follows : 

Rule 1. The transportation of bodies dead of smallpox, Asiatic cholera, yellow fever, 
typhus fever, or bubonic plague is absolutely forbidden. 

Rule 2. The bodies of those who have died of diphtheria (membranous croup), scar- 
let fever (scarlatina, scarlet rash), cerebro-spinal meningitis, glanders, anthrax, or lep- 
rosy shall not be accepted for transportation unless prepared for shipment by being 
thoroughly disinfected by (a) arterial and cavity injection with an approved disinfectant 
fluid, (6) disinfecting and stopping of all orifices with absorbent cotton, and (c) washing 
the body with the disinfectant, all of which must be done by an embalmer holding a 
certificate as such, approved by the State health officer, quarantine officer, or local 
health authority. After being disinlected as above, such body shall be enveloped in a 
layer of cotton not less than 1 inch thick, completely wrapped in a sheet and bandaged 
and incased in an air-tight zinc, tin, copper, or lead lined coffin or iron casket, all joints 
and seams hermetically soldered, and all inclosed in a strong, tight, wooden box, or, 
the body being prepared for shipment by the disinfecting and wrapping as above, may 
be placed in a strong coffin or casket, and said coffin or casket incased in an air-tight 
zinc, copper, or tin case, all joints and seams hermetically soldered, and all inclosed in 
a strong outside wooden box. 

Rule 3. The bodies of those dead of typhoid fever, puerperal fever, erysipelas, tuber- 
culosis, and measles, or other dangerous communicable diseases other than those speci- 
fied in rules 1 and 2, may be received for transportation when prepared for shipment 
by filling cavities with an approved disinfectant, washing the exterior of the body with 
the same, stopping all orifices with absorbent cotton, and enveloping the entire body 
with a layer of cotton not less than 1 inch thick, and all wrapped in a sheet and band- 
aged and incased in an air-tight coffin or casket, provided that this shall apply only to 
bodies which can reach their destination within forty-eight hours from time of death. 
In all other cases such bodies shall be prepared for transportation in conformity of 
rule 2. But when the body has been prepared for shipment by being thoroughly disin- 
fected by an embalmer holding a certificate as in rule 2, the air-tight sealing may be 
dispensed with. 

Rule 4. The bodies of those dead of diseases that are not contagious, infectious, or 
communicable may be received for transportation when encased in a sound coffin or 
casket and inclosed in a strong outside wooden box, provided they reach their destina- 
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tion within thirty hours from time of death. If the body can not reach its destination 
within thirty hours from time of >ieath, it must be prepared for shipment by filling 
cavities with an approved disinfectant, washing the exterior of the body with the same, 
stopping all orifices with absorbent cotton, and enveloping the entire body with a layer 
of cotton not less than 1 inch thick, and all wrapped in a sheet and bandaged and 
incased in an air-tight coffin or casket. But when the body has been prepared lor ship- 
ment by being thoroughly disinfected by an embalmer holding a certificate as in rule 2, 
the air-tight sealing may be dispensed with. 

Rule 5. In cases of contagions, infectious, or communicable diseases, the body must 
not be accompanied by persons or articles which have been exposed to the infection of 
the disease, unless certified by the health officer as having been properly disinfected, 
and before selling passage tickets, agents shall carefully examine the transit permit and 
note the name of passenger in charge, and any others proposing to accompany the body, 
and see that all necessary precautions have been taken to prevent the spread of disease. 
The transit permit in such cases shall specifically state who is authorized by the health 
authorities to accompany the remains. In all cases where bodies are forwarded under 
rule 2, notice must be sent by telegraph to health officer at destination, advising the 
date and train on which the body may be expected. This notice must be sent by or in 
the name of the health officer at initial point, and is to enable the health officer at 
destination to take all necessary precautions at that point. 

Rule 6. Every dead body must be accompanied by a person in charge, who must be 
provided with a passage ticket, and also present a full first-class ticket marked" corpse" 
for the transportation of the body, and a transit permit — showing physician's or coro- 
ner's certificate, health officer's permit for removal, undertaker's certificate, name of 
deceased, date and hour of death, age, place of death, cause of death, and if of a con- 
tagious, infectious, or communicable nature, the point to which the body is to be 
shipped, and when death is caused by any of the diseases specified in rule 2, the names 
of those authorized by the health authorities to accompany the body. The transit 
permit must be made in duplicate and the signatures of the physician or coroner, 
health officer, and undertaker must be on both the original and duplicate copies. The 
undertaker's certificate and paster of the original shall be detached from the transit 
permit and pasted on the coffin box. The physician's certificate and transit permit 
shall be handed to the passenger in charge of the corpse. The whole duplicate copy 
shall be sent to the official in charge of the baggage department of the initial line and 
by him to the State quarantine department of Texas. 

Rule 7. When dead bodies are shipped by express, the whole original transit permit 
shall be pasted upon the outside box and the duplicate forwarded by the express agent 
to the State quarantine department of Texas. 

Rule 8. Every disinterred body, dead from any diseases or cause, shall be treated as 
infectious or dangerous to the public health and shall not be accepted for transportation 
unless said removal has been approved by the State health officer, quarantine officer, or 
local health authority having jurisdiction where such body is disinterred, aud the con- 
sent of the health authorities of the locality to which the corpse is consigned has first 
been obtained ; and all such disinterred remains shall be inclosed in a hermetically 
sealed (soldered) zinc, tin, or copper lined coffin or box. Bodies deposited in receiving 
vaults shall be treated and considered the same as buried bodies. 

Quarantine proclamation for the year 1902 — Published by the Louisiana Slate board of health. 

State of Louisiana, Executive Department. 

At the request of the board of health of the State of Louisiana, embodied in a resolu- 
tion adopted by that body at a regular meeting held February 18, 1902, and by virtue 
of the authority vested in me by law, I, William Wright Heard, governor of the State 
of Louisiana, do hereby issue this, my proclamation, to take effect on and after the 
first day of April, 1902 (all vessels arriving at the mouth of the Mississippi River, after 
6 o'clock p. m., March 31, to be included). 

That all vessels arriving at the several quarantine stations of Louisiana, together with 
their cargoes, crews, passengers, and baggage, shall be subjected to inspection and sani- 
tation according to the following schedule: 

First class. — Vessels which are not included in the following classes shall be subjected 
to necessary maritime sanitation without detention of either vessels or persons longer 
than may be necessary to place such vessels in good sanitary condition. 

Second class. — Vessels arriving from suspected ports (intertropical, American, and 
West Indian and Brazilian ports) which in the absence of satisfactory information to the 
contrary are considered suspicious, and other ports which may be decided suspicious by 
the board of health, shall be subjected to full sanitation at the Mississippi River Quar- 
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antine Station, together with detention of the vessel and persons ior such length of time 
as the hoard of health may determine. 

Third class. — Vessels arriving from ports known to be infected shall be subjected to 
full sanitation at the Mississippi River Quarantine Station, and shall be detained for 
observation, together with their crews, cargoes, and passengers, for such length of time 
after completion of disinfection as the board of health may determine. 

Fourth class. — Vessels which, without regard to ports of departure, are infected — 
that is to say, vessels which have yellow fever, cholera, or other contagious or infectious 
diseases on board at the time of arrival or have had same on voyage - shall proceed at 
once to the lazaretto to land their sick, and they shall proceed to the Mississippi River 
Quarantine Station, there to undergo thorough disinfection and be detained, together 
with passengers, crews, and cargoes, for such length of time as the board of health may 
determine. 

All vessels arriving from ports known or suspected to be infected with cholera or 
bubonic plague shall be subjected to maritime sanitation and such detention as the 
board of health may determine. 

Vessels arriving from ports and places belonging to the second, third, and fourth 
classes, as set forth in the above schedules, shall not be allowed to pass the Rigolets, 
Atchafalaya, or Lake Charles quarantine stations or other quarantine stations which 
may be hereafter established, without having undergone proper maritime sanitation at 
the Mississippi River Quarantine Station. 

Vessels engaged in the tropical fruit trade, whose sanitary condition and health 
record are satisfactory may be allowed to pass the Mississippi River Quarantine Station 
after inspection under such regulations and sanitary treatment as the board of health 
may prescribe. 

Quarantine officers at the several stations of this State are especially charged and 
required to strictly enforce the articles of this proclamation. 

The State board of health is requested to prosecute vigorously all violators of the same, 
as well as of the quarantine laws and regulations of this State. 

Given under my hand and the great seal of the State of Louisiana at the capitol in 
the city of Baton Rouge, on this the 6th day of March, A. D. 1902. 

[seal.] W. W. Heaed, 

By the governor : Governor of Louisiana. 

John T. Michel, Secretary of State. 

Extracts from the minutes of meeting of February 18, 190$. 

Resolved, That for the year 1902 vessels subject to detention at the Mississippi River 
Quarantine Station under the terms of the governor's proclamation shall be held for- 
observation, with their crews, passengers, and cargoes, not less than five full days after 
disinfection, except that — 

During the month of April vessels of the second class shall not be subject to deten- 
tion after disinfection, except for special reasons. 

Such vessels as have been disinfected at the port of departure in a manner satisfactory 
to this board will be again disinfected at the Mississippi River Quarantine Station, and 
the time of detention will be five days, counting from the first disinfection at port of 
departure. 

Healthy vessels, not otherwise subject to quarantine, which have touched for coal or 
orders at intertropical islands, reported free of infectious disease, without taking on 
board at such islands either passengers or freight, will be allowed to pass without dis- 
infection or detention, provided they have been more than five days in transit. 

Resolution adopted April $4, 1895, and still in force. 

Hereafter full quarantine restrictions will be imposed on all vessels whose officers 
wilfully attempt deception in regard to any case of sickness, or material capable of car- 
Tying infection, or wilfully disregard the rules and regulations of the board of health ; 
and such detention will be imposed thereafter on every vessel on which any officer who 
has previously attempted to practice deception is found in any official capacity. 

Special instructions to owners, agents, masters of vessels, and passengers. 

The Louisiana State board of health recommends the following suggestions to agents, 
owners, masters of vessels, and passengers for the purpose of facilitating the work of 
quarantine officers and reducing the period of detention to a minimum. 

1. That vessels should be stripped during the quarantine seasons of all woolen hang- 
ings, carpets, curtains, and such like materials, and upholstered furniture as far as 
practicable. Hair or moss mattresses to be replaced by wire or wicker beds. 
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2. That, as far as possible, vessels trading with tropical ports should be manned with 
acclimated crews. 

3. Drinking water for use on vessels should not be taken from rivers or streams in 
intertropical countries. 

4. Masters of vessels, ship and consular agents are earnestly requested to instruct 
passengers from quarantinable ports to dispense, as far as possible, with baggage which 
may be injured by wetting or heat (230° F. ) while undergoing disinfection. Such 
passengers are especially warned against bringing furs, silks, skins, laces, velvets, and 
other fabrics of delicate texture, as they will be compelled to assume all risks of injury. 

5. While in ports infected with yellow fever, vessels should be anchored out in the 
harbor, when this is possible, and the crew prohibited from going ashore, especially at 
night. 

6. When practicable, cargoes should be loaded in such a manner as to allow access 
to the pumps, and also to enable the quarantine officers to pump out and wash the 
bilge. 

7. For the purpose of avoiding delay and expense at quarantine, owing to the neces- 
sity of shifting of cargo for the object of disinfection, it is recommended that there be 
constructed in all vessels from quarantined ports, an open framework shaft, 15 inches 
in diameter from the center of each hatch, through which the fumigating pipe may be 
introduced down to the dunnage of the vessel. 

8. Special attention should be given to cleanliness of vessels and persons, and provi- 
sions should be made for all possible ventilation of the entire vessel. The best disin- 
fectants, and instructions for using same, can be obtained by application to the board 
of health or any of its officers. 

9. Masters should, before arrival, see that the bilge is thoroughly pumped out and 
cleansed, and that the entire vessel be put in such good sanitary condition as to permit 
of the least possible detention. Fruit vessels, particularly, should be kept thoroughly 
cleansed for the purpose of avoiding delay at the quarantine station. 

10. Vessels observing the above recommendations will receive special consideration 
at the quarantine station, detention and cost of cleaning, disinfecting, etc., being 
materially lessened thereby. 

Edmond Souchon, M. D., 

President. 
G. Faeeae Patton, M. D., Secretary. 

Inspection service at Eastport, Me. 

Eastport, Me., March 20, 1902. 
Sir : I beg to submit the following report of work done at this inspec- 
tion station during the week ended Thursday, March 20, 1902 : 

Vessels inspected. 





Vessel. 


From. 


For. 


i 

u 
O 


Passengers. 


Date. 


For 
East- 
port. 


In 

trans- 
it. 


Mar. 14 




Beaver Harbor, New 

Brunswick. 
St. Andrews, New 

Brunswick. 
St. George, New 

Brunswick. 
LePreaux, New 

Brunswick. 
Campobello, New 

Brunswick. 
St. Stephen, New 

Brunswick. 
Boston and Portland.. 




2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

8 

61 

10 
61 

10 

8 






Do 


do 






• Do 




do 






Do 


do 






Do 




St. John, New Brunswick.. 

Eastport and Grand Ma- 
nan, New Brunswick. 

Eastport and St. John, 
New Brunswick. 






Do 




6 

46 

4 
4 

4 
4 




Mar. 18 
Do 


Ss. St. Croix 


40 


Mar. 19 


Ss. St. Croix 


St. John, New Bruns- 
wick. 






Do 






Do 




St. John , New Bruns- 
wick. 


Eastport and Grand Ma- 
nan, New Brunswick. 











